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The AABANY Advocate continues a new feature: the “Sponsor Spotlight.”
The Advocate regularly spotlights AABANY’s corporate sponsors and give
our sponsors an opportunity to showcase how their work meets AA-
BANY’s mission and how they contribute to the legal community at large.
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SPONSOR
SPOTLIGHT:

AABANY Presents First Fall Conference

By Chia Kang, Special Advocate Correspondent

A licensed social worker, Jean Lee became a lawyer to help people and better the
world. Never did she imagine that she would find professional fulfillment in the private

sector, at a plaintiffs’ firm Milberg LLP.

Milberg, with offices in New York, Los Angeles, Detroit and Tampa, is renowned
for pioneering consumer and investor rights class actions. Since its founding in 1965, Mil-
berg has recovered more than $55 billion on behalf of individual and institutional inves-
tors, pension funds, hedge funds, unions and consumers. Milberg has been recognized by
the legal community for consistently obtaining outstanding results on behalf of the firm’s
clients by virtue of the meaningful cases the firm undertakes and the results achieved.
This year, once again, the National Law Journal has acknowledged Milberg’s “exemplary,
cutting-edge work” by including the firm in its prestigious 2010 Plaintiffs’ Hot List. The
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Rocky Chin—Chinatown Advocate

By William Lim, Special Advocate Correspondent

Ask Rocky Chin about any number of Chinatown com-
munity organizing initiatives in the last thirty years. He doesn’t
hesitate to give his opinion. And there’s a chance he had some
role in organizing around the issue. Rocky is a lawyer and com-
munity advocate. He is also one of the founders of AABANY,

(Continued on page 3)

course of the

day. AABANY

offered eleven

CLE programs

and each one

was well at-

tended, with at

least twenty-

five participants

(Continued on page 4)

By Yang Chen,

AABANY Execu-

tive Director

On September

18, 2010, AA-

BANY hosted

its first Fall Con-

ference.

More than 150 people attended over the

L-R: Panelists Vernon Chu, (General Counsel BBC Worldwide Americas), Rob Leung, (AABANY President), Prakash

Mehta, (Partner, Akin Gump), and Mike Huang (Partner, Boies Schiller), moderating Rainmaking Panel Discussion..
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As the end of 2010 draws near, I am happy to
report that AABANY has been hard at work for our
members. Many of us have been busy with implement-
ing new initiatives as well as continuing successful past
practices. I want to use this message to particularly
thank the executive director, our officers, directors,
committee chairs and many others with whom I have
had the pleasure to work alongside. Their industrious-
ness and spirit of camaraderie and teamwork have pro-

duced terrific results and have strengthened our association. Some highlights include the

following:

 Our first-ever AABANY Fall Conference. With over 150 people in attendance
and with 11 CLE programs presented by various AABANY committees, this gath-
ering was outstanding. We enjoyed keynote remarks by a former AABANY presi-
dent, the Honorable Denny Chin, over lunch and caught up with old friends and

made new ones at a closing networking reception.

 The institutionalization of many current practices. Throughout the past few
months, we have adopted formal guidelines and policies for many important AA-
BANY tasks such as the Judicial Endorsement Policy and the Sponsorship Guide-

lines. This is a critical step in the maturity of our association.

 The launch of the new AABANY website. If you have not had a chance to check it
out, I encourage you to do so at www.aabany.org. I am sure that you will agree

that our new look is a vast improvement.

 The pioneering of new sponsor initiatives. In these tough economic times, AA-
BANY is working hard to be more relevant for its sponsors. The Corporate Law
Committee launched its Law Firm Road Show to increase the visibility of AA-
BANY and its activities. In house counsel and attorneys from our sponsor law
firms mingled at our annual wine tasting and networking reception jointly organ-

ized by our Corporate Counsel and Corporate Law Committees.

 The continued student recruiting efforts. AABANY’s Student Outreach Commit-
tee has continued to attract new law student members, some of whom will one
day be the leaders of this association. It continued its highly successful Law School
Road Show program both in the city as well as upstate. The committee also con-
ducted its popular workshops on exam writing, resumes and networking at nu-

merous law schools throughout the city.

And our year is not over….

Lastly, I hope to see each of you at our Annual Dinner. Our Annual Dinner will be held at
Cipriani Wall Street on Wednesday, February, 23, 2011. We have the good fortune to
present the Corporate Counsel Leadership Award to Tim Goodell, Senior Vice President
and General Counsel of Hess Corporation and our Emerging Leader Award to Irene Chiu,
Chief Legal Officer and General Counsel of Systagenix Wound Management. It will be a

terrific event.

Robert W. Leung, President, AABANY 2010.
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and very proud of that accomplishment.

As a graduate student in city planning at Yale University at the dawn of the 1970’s,
Rocky quickly found himself part of Yale’s early Asian American student movement. In addi-
tion to frequent marches on Washington against the War in Vietnam, Rocky and his Yale
colleagues took up the call for ethnic studies programs in higher education, and for greater
social and political commitment to communities of color. For his thesis, he chose to study
New York’s Chinatown. Growing up in Kentucky, Rocky had a lot to learn. The largest
Chinese immigrant community in America had been historically underserved by the city’s
leaders and existing social service agencies, and community and student activists formed the
core leadership in demanding services. Among the successes achieved by Rocky and his
colleagues was the Chinatown Health Clinic, which would later became the Charles B. Wang
Community Health Center, and the Basement Workshop, a grassroots arts organization
which later spawned many of today’s best known cultural and arts organizations including
the Museum of Chinese in America, Asian Cine Vision, the Asian American Arts Center, and

the Asian American Arts Alliance.

Rocky decided law school would help hone his advocacy skills, and with a scholarship from the University of Southern California
Gould School of Law, he departed for Los Angeles. Rocky felt USC’s proximity to the Chinatown in Los Angeles would enable him to
continue his community grassroots efforts. He was also fascinated with the vibrant Asian American movement on the West Coast, which
in 1971 was more ethnically diverse than what existed on the East Coast He spent his first summer working with other Asian American
law students in Chinatown combating excessive police crackdowns on Chinatown youth and conducting “know your rights” workshops.
In 1973, he returned to New York and with other law student activists, team-taught a course called “Asians and the Law” for the China-
town community. The course not only served to shine a light on the need for legal services, but it encouraged the student participants to
apply to law school – a career few had previously considered. Rocky himself had met and admired the leadership of Dale Minami, the
founder of the Asian Law Caucus (who would later be the lead attorney on the coram nobis cases which reopened the issue of World

War II Japanese-American internment in 1983).

For the handful of Asian American law students entering law schools at the time, there were a few mentors that stood out -
Judge Robert Takasugi in California, Judge William Marutani in Pennsylvania, and Benjamin Gim in New York. However, more support
came from the small but active group of Asian American attorneys who were Rocky’s peers. In late 1979, Rocky – now married with two
small children – decided to return to New York, to be nearer his own parents, who were then located in New England, and to re-connect

with his Chinatown New York friends.

He feels fortunate to have been hired by Haywood Burns, then Director of the Center for Legal Education and Urban Policy at
City College, to be an assistant in the program, which was a precursor to what would become the CUNY School of Law. It enabled him
to transition back into New York and eventually return to practicing law, briefly immigration law, then as a legal services attorney repre-
senting unionized City workers whose families were facing eviction. His big break came in 1985, when he was invited to apply for a staff
attorney position at the City’s civil rights agency, the Commission on Human Rights. He would spend the next seventeen years at the
City Commission, prosecuting and mediating all types of civil rights cases, managing a team of community outreach specialists in the wake
of the Crown Heights disturbances, addressing cases of gender, disability, and race discrimination, serving as the Commission’s represen-
tative on Mayor Ed Koch’s city-wide task force addressing the impact of the 1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act, and coordinating

New York’s first Asian American Town Hall at City Hall under the administration of Mayor David Dinkins.

By the late 1980’s, issues of housing and development, immigration, civil rights, and access to justice led Rocky to give testimony
on behalf of the City to the Franklin Williams Judicial Commission on Minorities. After his testimony addressing the lack of legal services
for low income residents of Chinatown, he approached Serene Nakano, a member of the Commission on Minorities, and they began to
share a common frustration about the lack of any Asian American association of attorneys which could forcefully articulate the needs of
the community. Drawing inspiration from the then-newly formed National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, Rocky, Serene and

several other attorneys formed AABANY in ‘89 and he served on the AABANY Board for many years.

From its inception, AABANY sought to be all inclusive – representing Asian American attorneys from small and large firms and
those in public interest. For Rocky, a strong bar association would not only help attorneys seeking to break the glass ceiling within their
respective institutions, but such an organization could be a powerful resource for the underserved Asian American communities of New
York. During a spate of hate crimes and anti-Asian violence in the 1990’s, AABANY formed its “Asian Crime Victims Project”, offering
assistance to victims of bias crimes. When re-districting rose to the front of the political agenda in 2000, Rocky along with Marilyn Go
(prior to her becoming a U.S. Magistrate Judge) chaired AABANY’s involvement in developing its response to redistricting, arguing that

Chinatown should be drawn together with part of the Lower East Side, rather than TriBeCa.

Rocky also encouraged members of AABANY to consider higher level appointments or even to run for office. When a City
Council seat opened up in District 1, which includes Lower Manhattan and Chinatown, Rocky decided to take his own advice and ran.
The 2001 election – the first open election in years – was marred by the attack upon the World Trade Center (within the district). Al-
though Rocky came in third in a Democratic primary field of seven, he says he does not regret the opportunity to run because it gave him

a platform to talk about the issues he had been advocating for many years.

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 6)

ROCKY CHIN PROFILE CONT’D

Photo by Francis Chin
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AABANY FALL CONFERENCE CONT’D

in each. The CLE programs were presented by AABANY’s various committees including the Communications Com-

mittee, Corporate Counsel Committee, Corporate Law Committee, Government and Public Sector Committee, Immi-

gration and Nationality Law Committee, Litigation Committee, Professional Development Committee, Prosecutor’s

Committee, Real Estate Committee, Women’s Committee and Young Lawyers Committee. The program on Rainmak-

ing and Business Development had more than fifty attendees. Each program offered excellent speakers from a wide

spectrum of legal practice areas, including partners and in-house counsel from major law firms and corporations. State

Assembly Member Grace Meng and City Council Member Margaret Chin spoke on the panel for APAs Who Want to

Run for Elected Office.

During the luncheon,

Anika Khan, an econo-

mist at Wells Fargo,

gave an informative

and topical presenta-

tion on the economic

outlook for the U.S.

economy. Former

AABANY President

Hon. Denny Chin then

addressed the audi-

ence with a Power-

Point presentation

that reviewed the

process by which he

became the first Asian

American appellate

judge in the Second

Circuit Court of Ap-

peals. Judge Chin’s presentation also reviewed some of his high-profile cases, including the Bernard Madoff case. Judge

Chin also talked about the trial re-enactments that he has put on during the last few years with AABANY and gave a

preview of the upcoming Tokyo Rose trial re-enactment. Finally, Judge Chin shared some of his family history, tracing

his immigrant roots which paralleled the experience of so many Chinese-American families who came seeking a better

life in America. The room in which the luncheon was held had a limit of 100 and overflow rooms were set up so that

those attendees could watch the presentations through a video link.

After a full day, many of the attendees stayed for the cocktail reception, giving everyone an opportunity to unwind,

mingle, connect and re-connect with colleagues and members of the legal community in New York. During the recep-

tion, Steve Choi, Executive Director of MinKwon Center, and Zena Kim, a staff attorney at MinKwon Center, ad-

dressed the audience to talk about the AABANY-MinKwon partnership and the mission and work of MinKwon.

AABANY thanks the following participants for making its first Fall Conference so successful:

● All the program organizers and chairs of AABANY's committees who worked tirelessly to produce some ex-

cellent panels.

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 5)

September 18, 2010 - At Fall Conference: Rainmaking and Business Development Panel - The Right Moves to Make it Rain, presented by the Corporate Law and

Corporate Counsel Committees of AABANY.
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● The Fall Conference Planning Committee for coordinating, planning and organizing the Fall Conference.

● All the panelists and speakers who shared their wisdom, knowledge and insights with the conference attendees.

● Anika Khan from Wells Fargo for presenting the economic outlook at the luncheon.

● Former AABANY President Hon. Denny Chin for speaking at the luncheon.

● All the volunteers who helped to make the day go smoothly, processing the attendees at registration, checking

people in and out of each program and then giving out CLE certificates at the end of the day.

● Akin Gump for hosting the Fall Conference at their beautiful and modern New York office.

● Wells Fargo for sponsoring the luncheon at the Fall Conference.

AABANY hopes that all attendees found the Fall Conference useful and enjoyable. If you have any feedback that you

would like to share about the event, please send your comments to main@aabany.org.

(Continued from page 4)

ADVOCATE SPOTLIGHT SERIES: Milberg

National Law Journal singled out Milberg’s outstanding trial results and noted that Milberg is responsible for nearly 50
percent of the $18.5 billion in recoveries and verdicts reported by the top plaintiffs firms in 2010. Milberg attributes its

success to the thoughtful and creative solutions that its talented pool of diverse professionals brings to the table.

In recognizing that diversity requires a supportive and cooperative organizational culture and group leadership,
Milberg emphasizes teamwork and inclusiveness, and strives to create an atmosphere in which each individual can de-
velop his or her potential to the fullest extent possible. The Firm has charged its Diversity Committee, which includes
both attorneys and non-attorneys, to ensure that Milberg is a place where diversity is welcomed, honored and valued.
The Committee strives to educate the Firm’s employees, and to develop, monitor and evaluate the Firm’s strategies

and progress in recruiting and retaining a diverse workforce.

In practice, Milberg’s commitment to diversity translates into limitless opportunities for associates, like Jean.
Two years after joining the Firm, Jean pitched a business
development idea to her partners. To her surprise, they
agreed that she would travel to Korea in order to establish
contacts and build client relationships, and underwrote her
two-week trip. According to Jean, the Firm’s practice of
leanly staffing matters demonstrates her partners’ support and trust of associates. Working on small teams gave Jean
the chance to showcase her legal acumen, work autonomously and expand her legal skills and knowledge. More signifi-
cantly, it presented her the opportunity to work closely with her partners and to cultivate meaningful relationships
with them. Jean remarked that her partners are truly interested in the associates’ professional development and career
ambitions, and “there is a real sense of community here. Even when I am the only associate of color assigned on a
matter – and I am often the only associate – I don’t feel alone. I am included in the discussions, the client pitches. I

feel included.”

Milberg also encourages its attorneys to actively participate in community activities and to be involved with
diversity-oriented bar associations. Jean lauds the Firm for its extraordinary support of her extra-curricular activities.
Over her 4-year tenure at Milberg, she has worked on three pro bono matters, participated in the New York City Law
Department’s Public Service Program’s deposition rotation program, and been actively involved with AABANY (Jean is
a Director and a former co-chair of the Women’s Committee). Additionally, the Firm has generously sponsored diver-

sity-related events and underwritten her membership dues and attendance at various programs.

To Jean, Milberg does not simply pay lip service to the concept of workplace diversity. The Firm is genuinely

committed to promoting diversity, as evidenced by the concrete investments it makes in its workforce.

Diversity at Milberg is a real and evolving principle.

(Continued from page 1)

Milberg does not simply pay lip service

to the concept of workplace diversity.
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By Annette Almazan, Special Advocate Correspondent

On Thursday, November 4, 2010, AABANY’s Prosecutors’ Commit-
tee hosted a roundtable panel discussion, Life After the DA’s Office – Part One,
co-sponsored with McCarter & English, LLP, who also generously provided
refreshments and a venue for the panel. The Prosecutors’ Committee is dedi-
cated to promoting the interests of current and former APA attorneys in the

District Attorneys’ and United States Attorneys’ Offices in New York.

One concern among prosecutors is how to obtain employment, if and/
or when, they decide to move on from their respective DA’s offices. This first
panel discussion focused on transitioning into private practice, from the per-
spective of former prosecutors who left their respective DA’s offices to join
large- or medium-sized firms or to start their own practices. The panel partici-
pants were former AABANY President, John Flock, Partner, Kenyon & Kenyon;
Anthony C. Hom, Principal, Jones Hirsch Connor & Bull, P.C.; Chad Sjoquist,
Associate, Gallo Vitucci and Klar LLP; and Matthew J. Santamauro, Matthew J.
Santamauro, P.C. Each participant discussed how he conducted his initial job
search for post-DA’s office employment and how that initial job and subsequent
jobs led him to his current position; described how his current employment
differed from his work as a prosecutor; and offered tips for job searching in the
current economic climate, in particular, how to market one’s prosecutorial
experience. After a question and answer session, the panel broke up into a
more informal gathering where the panelists were able to speak with attendees

one-on-one.

Subsequent panel discussions in this series sponsored by the Prosecu-
tors’ Committee will focus on careers in other areas of government, including
the judiciary and political office, academia, in-house counsel, and non-legal op-

portunities.

Inter-APALSA Back to School

Kick-Off @ 230 Fifth

By Jonathan Li, Inter-APALSA President

Despite torrential rain and winds top-
ping 100 mph, over 75 law students and attor-
neys attended the Inter-APALSA Fall Semester
Kick-Off Party on September 16th. Participating
law schools included: Brooklyn, Cardozo, Co-
lumbia, Cornell, CUNY, Fordham, Hofstra,
NYLS, NYU, Rutgers-Newark, and St. John's.
The Inter-APALSA Council (IAC) is a student
organization supported by the Asian American
Bar Association of New York (AABANY). IAC
strives to bring New York area APALSAs and
AALSAs together in an effort to exchange ideas,
collaborate, and build a strong community of
law students and attorneys. This year, IAC
teamed up with the National Asian Pacific
American Law Students Association
(NAPALSA) to start off the semester with IAC’s

annual semester Kick-Off Party.

Defying the inclement weather, atten-
dees socialized and networked throughout the
night. E-board members from the various
schools got together to begin planning future
functions such as academic workshops and so-
cial events. Clipboards were passed around for
guests to sign-up. The sounds of animated con-
versation, laughter, and clinking glasses filled the
specially reserved section of the lounge looking

over the Manhattan skyline.

Several AABANY members were gra-
cious enough to come by and support the event.
Yang Chen, Executive Director of AABANY,
stopped by to meet with students. Mr. Chen
helped with the formation of the Inter-APALSA
Council and is one of its biggest supporters.
Also in attendance were James Yu, the AA-
BANY Litigation Committee co-chair, and Ben
Chan, co-chair of the Student Outreach Com-

mittee.

Sincere thanks to everyone who at-
tended the Inter-APALSA Council/NAPALSA
Fall Semester Kick Off Party. Many connections
were made as the APALSA/AALSA members
discussed their experiences and ideas and attor-
neys gave advice to students in what was overall

a great night. For picture, see Page 8.

ADVOCATE SPECIAL EVENTS: Prosecutor’s Panel

Nov 4, 2010 -The Prosecutors Committee presents Part 1 in their series on Life After the DA’s Office. The
panel included Anthony Hom, Principal, Jones Hirsch Connors & Bull PC (second from L.) and John Flock,
Partner, Kenyon & Kenyon and former AABANY President (third from L.)

IsThere Life After the D.A.’s Office?

Prosecutors Committee Panel Provides Answer

In 2007, after a brief hiatus from the law to care for an elderly aunt, Rocky was called back to government service and
hired by the new Commissioner for the New York State Division of Human Rights. As the Director for the Division’s Office of
Equal Opportunity & Diversity, Rocky continues to be a civil rights advocate not just for Asian Americans, but for all New Yorkers.
Rocky serves on the Asian American Law Fund and is currently President of the Asian American Arts Alliance and a newly formed
Association of Asian American Yale Alumni. In February 2010, he became a grandfather with the birth of his granddaughter. He is
amazed at the growth and vitality of AABANY, and welcomes greater involvement by a new generation of AABANY members in

the fabric of civic life.

(Continued from page 3)

Photo by Kin Ng
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ADVOCATE SPECIAL:THOMASTANG COMPETITION

Photo by Yang Chen

October 16, 2010 - The TTMC Northeast Regional Finalists and the Final Round Judges Panel. (L-R): Allison Stoffregen and Vivian
Lee from UPenn Law School, Michael Yim, Partner Gil, Yim & Chuang, Honorable Denny Chin, United States 2nd Circuit Court of
Appeals, Peggy Kuo, Chief Hearing Officer, NYSE, Brandon Chu and Eric Yiu from Fordham Law, and Andy Le, TTMC Director.

By Sam Yee, Special to the Advocate

In October, New York Law School
held the Northeast Regionals of the Thomas
Tang International Moot Court Competi-
tion. Teams from as far south as Philadel-
phia and as far north as Boston came to
Tribeca to compete. On October 15, eleven
teams fought for the right to compete the
next day in the Regional Semi-Final rounds.
A small army of volunteer judges skewered
these brave competitors including two actual
jurists, Honorable Judge Jeffrey Oing and
Honorable Judge Joanne Quinones. The
lucky four advancing teams were: Syracuse,
Fordham, Boston University, and University
of Pennsylvania. Syracuse and Boston Uni-
versity repeated their successes from last
year, while Fordham returned to the Semi-
finals after a one-year absence. In fact, one
competitor, Elizabeth Mo of Boston Univer-
sity was making her second trip to the
Semis. These fortunate four then had the
pleasure of arguing in front of several ex-
perienced appellate practitioners and not
one, but two judges: District Judge Kiyo
Matsumoto and Magistrate Judge Marilyn
Go. The panel of semi-final judges was in-

deed impressive.

After the Semi Finals, Fordham and
U.Penn advanced to the Finals where they
faced a formidable panel that included NYSE
Chief Hearing Officer Peggy Kuo and the
trailblazing Circuit Judge Denny Chin. And
the Quakers (U.Penn mascot), despite being

Penn Bests Fordham in

TTMC at NYLS

a peaceful folk, battled to victory to win
the Regionals. Consistent with its week-
end of winning, U.Penn also won awards
for Regional Best Speaker and Best Brief.
The winning team consisted of Best
Speaker, Vivian Lee and Allison Stoffre-
gen. Fordham’s dynamic duo was Eric
Yiu and the runner-up for Best
Speaker, Brandon Chu. The other Semi-
finalist competitors included Elizabeth
Mo’s beantown classmate, Eric Lee and
the Orangemen, -- ahem, I mean,
Orangepersons -- consisting of Krystian
Opalinski and Erin Sanger. Both of the
latter also authored the Second Best
Brief. And Brooklyn Law School's team
of Sophia Luu and Kevin Chan authored
the Third Best Brief for the Region.

After the first day of the Region-
als, competitors, judges, volunteers, and
law students from as far out as Hemp-
stead and Tenafly partied the night away
at M1-5 down the street from New York

Law. Thanks to the Inter-APALSA
folks for setting this up. Everyone had
a good time, and it was a great way
for the competitors to wind down
and get to know each other as well as
the AABANY and Inter-APALSA

membership.

Even though Fordham fin-
ished second, it will get its chance for
revenge at the National rounds in Los
Angeles at the NAPABA Convention
in November. There, Fordham will
get a second chance to vanquish
U.Penn and also try to win it all na-
tionally. Of course, U.Penn and
twelve or so other teams from
around the country will be hoping for

a different result. So stay tuned.

None of this would have
been possible without the efforts of
Student Outreach Committee Co-
Chair Ben Chan and Secretary Francis
Chin as well as all the AABANY mem-
bers who spent their Friday night and
Saturday morning judging the com-
petitors. Even more praise and
thanks must go to Nancy Gong,
Charles Hwang, Byoung-Chul Yoo,
James Wong, Naomi Waibel, the rest
of the NYLS AALSA Executive
Board, and the legion of NYLS stu-
dents who worked on putting this all
together and running the Competi-
tion. All these people made the Re-
gionals a success. Finally, and most
importantly, everyone at AABANY
and, in fact, NAPABA, owes a debt of
gratitude to Andy Le, Director of
Tang Competition. He never gets
enough credit for running the Tang

competition. So thanks, Andy!!!!

TTMC Northeast Regional Final Round Judges: Michael Yim, Honorable Denny Chin and Peggy Kuo, Chief Hearing Officer NYSE.

Photo by Yang Chen
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AABANY Real Estate
Committee Events
Feature Panel Discussion

andTax CLE

By Margaret Ling,

Special Advocate Correspondent

The AABANY Real Estate Committee
which is chaired by Margaret Ling has
started the Fall AABANY calendar with

two successful events.

First, the Real Estate Committee collabo-
rated with the Prosecutors Committee and
participated in the AABANY Fall Confer-
ence which took place on 9/18/2010 at the
law firm of Akin, Gump. Their panel enti-
tled: "Fighting Real Estate and Mortgage
Fraud in the Big Apple: Protecting the
Good Guys" was well attended. Panel
speakers were Richard Farrell, Esq., Unit
Chief of the Mortgage Fraud and Real Es-
tate Crimes Unit, Kings County District
Attorney's Office and Mary E. Walsh, Esq.,
Attorney at Law. The panel was moderated

by Margaret Ling.

The panel presented an interesting discus-
sion on real estate and mortgage fraud in
New York City through the perspective of
the Prosecutor and the Title underwriter.
Both Richard Farrell and Mary Walsh dis-
cussed the basic elements of real estate and
mortgage fraud; what are the red flags; how
it may be prevented; how to know that it is
happening; their professional experiences
and interesting war stories. The panel was
open to questions and much discussion
centered on what to do should an attorney
witness or suspect fraud transpiring during
a real estate transaction. The panel advised
the attorneys in attendance that it is their
ethical obligation to adjourn or stop a clos-
ing; call the proper law enforcement au-
thorities or the title underwriter should
they see or suspect any real estate fraud or
mortgage fraud. They both stressed that it
is difficult to see fraud happening. Many
times, forgeries and fraud occur by impos-
ters and individuals who have no relation-
ship to their victims other than preying
upon the valued equity in their real estate.
They cited the instance a few years ago
when a "bad guy" fraudulently conveyed
ownership of the "Empire State Building"
into himself. It made the front pages of the
newspapers and was a good example that it
happens everyday. The panel was so well

received that the Real Estate Committee will be considering another extended

CLE on the topic.

Next, the Real Estate Committee co-partnered with John Lim, Vice President of
Citibank Commercial Banking to present a CLE for both Attorneys and Certified
Public Accountants entitled "International Trade in China, Hong Kong, India, and
South Korea: Tax, Legal and Banking Implications". This CLE took place on Octo-
ber 20 at Citigroup's Long Island City headquarters. The event was a successful
collaboration of AABANY and the New York State Association of Certified Pub-
lic Accountants. The networking was positive. The topic was well received by the
attendees. Citibank discussed their Banking programs should you wish to do busi-
ness in Asia. Mark Strimber, an International Tax Manager at RSM McGladrey
discussed the tax implications of trade with Asia and doing business abroad.
Robert B. Silverman, Esq., a Partner at Grunfeld, Desiderio, Lebowitz, Silverman
& Klestadt, LLP presented the Attorney CLE portion of the program. His presen-
tation focused on the legality of trading goods and doing business with Asia. He
stressed that Asia is an important part of the global economy and attorneys deal-

ing with clients who wish to trade in Asia have a great deal to know and learn.

The Real Estate Committee will be holding its next CLE Seminar in December
with its Holiday Networking Party. It will be sponsored by Citibank and The Rud-
der Group. The topic will be on New York City condominium development and
new construction. Margaret Ling, Chairperson of the Real Estate Committee,
welcomes any ideas for future events. She will continue to provide events of in-

terest to the Asian real estate attorneys in the community.

AABANY COMMITTEE EVENTS: Real Estate

October 20, 2010 - At the International Trade in Asia CLE at Citicorp Center. From left to right: Yang Chen (AABANY Execu-
tive Director), Susan Moon (KALAGNY Board of Governors), Chanwoo Lee (QCBA President), Margaret Ling (AABANY RE

Committee Chair), Joyce Moy (AAARI/CUNY), and John Lim (Citibank).

Photo By Yang Chen

Inter-APALSA Semester Kick-Off Party on September 16, 2010. Yang Chen and James Yu mingle with APALSA students.
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By William Ng, SOC Committee Chair

On Friday, October 22, 2010, AABANY's Student Out-
reach Committee, in conjunction with the Asian Pacific
American Law Students Association (APALSA) at St.
John's University School of Law presented another round
of Chris Chan's Final Exam Workshop. More than 25
students at St. John's attended the workshop to learn
about Chris Chan's issue spotting techniques and exam
writing tips. Special thanks to Cathy Ng, APALSA Presi-
dent at St. John's, for hosting and organizing this event.
Also special thanks to Chris Chan who’s helped countless
numbers of law students succeed on

final exams.

The next morning, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 23, 2010, AABANY's Student
Outreach Committee, in conjunc-
tion with the APALSAs at Syracuse
University, Cornell University and
SUNY Buffalo, organized this semes-
ter's upstate Inter-APALSA event.
The program consisted of Chris
Chan's Final Exam Workshop fol-
lowed by a Career Panel and a Net-
working Dinner catered by Dinosaur
BBQ. Attorneys from both New
York City and Syracuse spoke to
law students about possible career
choices and offered suggestions on
interviewing, internships and networking. More than 25
law students from Syracuse University, Cornell University
and SUNY Buffalo attended this event. The panelists in-
cluded Chris Chan (former AABANY President and solo
practitioner), Gloria Chung (Frank H. Hiscock Legal Aid
Society), Susan Dahline (Bond, Schoeneck, and King,
PLLC), Louis Jim (Law Clerk for Senior U.S. District Judge
Neal P. McCurn, Northern District of New York), Chan-
woo Lee (President of Queens County Bar Association
and solo practitioner), Mary Traynor (Legal Services of
Central New York, Inc.) and Clifford Tsan (Bond, Schoe-
neck, and King, PLLC). The panel was moderated by Wil-
liam Ng (New York City Law Department), co-chair of the
Student Outreach Committee. Special thanks to the

AABANY COMMITTEE EVENTS: Student Outreach

AABANY Student Outreach
Committee Presents Exam
Writing Workshop andVisits

Syracuse, NewYork

APALSA e-boards of Syracuse, Cornell and SUNY Buf-
falo and Rita Chang, APALSA President at Syracuse, for

hosting this event.

This was the third upstate AABANY trip in the past
two years. AABANY has been very successful with

upstate NY outreach.

To participate and organize future events with AA-
BANY's Student Outreach Committee, please e-mail
the committee chairs William Ng and Ben Chan at aa-

banysoc@gmail.com.

Photo By William Ng

Photo By William Ng

October 22, 2010 - Students at St. Johns University School of Law attend the SOC Exam Skills Workshop given by Chris Chan.

October 23, 2010 - Chris Chan, Exam Skills Workshop Instructor, and Linda Choe, Syracuse law

student take a picture after the SOC Visit to Syracuse Law School.
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Top Left: September 18, 2010 -
AABANY President Robert Leung
and MinKwon’s Executive Director
Steve Choi and MinKwon’s Zena
Kim address the AABANY Fall
Conference attendees.

Top Right: September 28, 2010 -
Press Conference at Confucius
Plaza Community Room announc-
ing Hon. Jeffrey Oing’s victory in
Democratic Primary for NY State
Supreme Court Justice. Judge Oing
was elected to that position on
November 2, 2010. Hon. John Liu,
NYC Comptroller in attendance.

Bottom Left: September 25, 2010
- Law Day at ISACC (Indochina
Sino American Community Center).
ISACC Staff and AABANY volun-
teers pose for a group photo.
Seated in front from second on left:
Yang Chen, AABANY Executive
Director, Rio Guerrero AABANY
Immigration and Nationality Law
Committee Co-Chair, Peter Cheng,
ISACC Executive Director, Tsui Yee,
AABANY Immigration and Nation-

ality Law Committee Co-Chair.

Photo By Yang Chen

Photo By Yang Chen

Photo By Yang Chen
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Non-Member Rates

Early Reg-
istration –
Full Day

Full
Day

CLE Pro-
grams,

Breakfast
and Lunch

Cock-
tail

Hour

Individuals in
Law Firms/

Corporations $160 $200 $160 $60

Individuals in
Public Sec-

tor/
Non-Profit

Sector/
Students

$120 $150 $120 $60
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